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Textbook Costs and Barriers to Success
66.6 % of students did not purchase a required textbook
47.6 % of students took fewer classes
45.5 % of students did not register for a specific class
37.6% of students earned a poor grade because they 
could not afford the textbook
26.1 % of students dropped a course
19.8 % of students failed a course because they could not 
afford the textbook
Florida Virtual Campus. (2016). 2016 Florida Student Textbook & Course Materials Survey. Tallahassee, FL
Textbook Costs and Barriers to Success
70.7% of students received financial aid
Of those students, 29.2% reported that their financial aid 
did not cover their textbook costs.
Florida Virtual Campus. (2016). 2016 Florida Student Textbook & Course Materials Survey. Tallahassee, FL
Possible Solutions




Open Educational Resources (OER) : Teaching materials 
that are free to use and allow for sharing or remixing. 
OER can be videos, textbooks, tutorials, articles, and 
more.
Focus on Free Texts and Course Materials
Focus on Free Texts and Course Materials
Multiple studies have reported that overall OER:
● Are as good as, if not better, than traditional textbooks 
in both quality and efficacy.
May provide more equity among students:
"We found that course grades improved at greater rates for nonwhite 
students and Pell eligible students . . .We also saw significant decreases in 
DFW rates, at greater rates for nonwhite and Pell eligible students. In 
fact, looking just at those subgroups, we saw DFW rates drop by a third.”
-Teaching in Higher Ed interview with 
C. Edward Watson, University of Georgia
Stachowiak, B. (Producer). (2018, January 4). Assessing the impact of open educational resources with C. Edward Watson [Audio 
podcast]. Retrieved from http://teachinginhighered.com/podcast/assessing-impact-open-educational-resources/
Librarian Experience
Course-Adopted Textbook Program 
Alternative Textbook Program
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